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ita Tottors of blood upon the battlofield

sure which has beerf tast upon,
tempted to
rbitration. -y did  well,
that they acted in  accordmnco  with the
dictates of the highest Philosofiby as well asof
civilisation and Christinity. Furthes thongh thelr
efforts may fail upon the present occasion, we have
10 doubt that they will mucccod at lnst, and that &
bright example will have heen set to the world of
eommon nenise, true logic, and brotherly kindness,
which will mot have been lost,
With no less earnestness do we protest against
the supposition that if thers has been any sharp
practice in this negotistion, it is we who have
suffered it rather than the Americans who have
rescrtod to it, who are the more blameworthy.
It must be remombared that this was casentially &
friendly sottlement, that our Commiissioners sup-
posed they were dealing with honest and honourable
men, and that as such, any understanding, if undor-
standing there were, would be faithfully obacrved.
Tt may be said that there onght not to have been
any “understanding”  Perhapa thia is true,
though we caunot be sure of it until we hear
from the British Commissioners why they entered
into it. It is at least conceivable that they did so
in order to remove the difficulty that if the indirect
claims had been formally excluded, s two-thirds
majority of the Senate would not have ratified the
Treaty. Any way, whether an understanding was
prudent or imprudent, wo cannot admit that the
Americans, in taking advantage of it, are loss to
blame than ourselves.  Caeat emptor is no doubt
a wise maxim ; but forall that, if in sny tmnssc-
tian a fraud is practised upon the purchaser, we hold
that itis the seller who s the more open to censure.
Only parsons of & very eynical disposition would
affirm otherwise,
Awro all the complex provisions contained in
Mr. W. E. Forster's Education Aet, mot the
ghost of A clauss i to be found having reforence to
the care and tuition of children under thres
of age. Until the youthful British subject shall have
attained what may be called his educational
majority at the age of three, the State declines to
interfere on his behalf, or 10 afford him accommo-

mination who, in d-inne- of Malthus, have their
quivers full  of children,

bl working hours of
efforts, it may be, of father and mother are neces-
sary for the solution of that vulgar but all impor-
tant  problem—how to make both ends|
moot.  Father and mothor alike havo to
work hard from early morning until cveing.
To do s, they must leave thl homes
and their children, for the man is perchance |
& dock labourer, and. the wife  streot flower-seller,
Who is to take charge of the young lives which tho

- | stern nocessity of bread-winning compels them to

abandon to the keeping of unparental handst It |
wmay be said—the elder children, if there are
any; but the clder children are, in the
wmajority of instances, expocted to bring their
share of *grist to the mill,” & result generally
atimined by out-door employment of some sort.
8o, as & matter of simple faet, tho smaller babies
are left in charge of some bigger infant, whowe
of -‘‘keeping them quict "
are only too effoctually aided—ms statis-
tis  abundantly — by mother - given
doses of some detestable narcotic. Little wonder,
when such unnatural practices are of every-day |
occurrence that the rate of infant mortality is ex-
cemive, or that the children who sueceed in reach-
ing age at which Government takes
coguizance of them, do so with enfechlod
bodies, and minds biamed to evil. No
doubt political economy has something to say
upon this subject, and we certainly are not of
those who believo that there in any antagosixm |
between that science and philanthropy. They
ought not to be any more opposed than physical
acience religion. It is quite right that we
should be careful how we give parents of the working
classes the iden that they may shift their
parental responsibilities upon other persons.
At the same time, wo cannot carry out this prin-
ciple to its extreme limit. Of courso parents
ought not to beget children if they cannot rear
them and educate them. Still thero are such
Ahings as reformatories and pauper ssylum schools,
as well aa free sahools for the children of parents
who are neither criminala nor paupers. Surely,
then, we may do something for the clusa now in
question—we way help the hand-workiog, in-
dustrious poor.
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counbry—s far sart. This once attamed and
dinnee-point .—h.a the Oriche would thence-
forward rank high in the public estimation and

tako its place in the long and honoursble list of
institutions  “supperted by voluntary com-
tributiois.”  No other agemcy ocan effect

do, and have done, much for the moral im- [

provement and social elovation of the mothers, but
u..,, of necessity, fail to touch the main question
o What is required is & secure and
umshllly mpervised asylum for the day recep-
tion of children who would otherwisw

be neglected In a word, we in England
want tho Criche.
investment for the accumulated wealth of some
relationless bachelor, bent on the eharitable dis-
position of his property, could not wall be
selected than the furthorance and support of
national Criche
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NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS.
Twe SExaTE AND THR TREATY.
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